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It is said that English is not listed as the official language
of the UK, but it is obvious that it originated in England
and it is the de facto official language of Britain. England,
English. That makes sense. So, is the official language of
America “American”? Some may want to call it that, but
the answer is negative. Most Americans will refer to their
own language as English. While we are talking about the

same language, undoubtedly, it is true that both versions

are different in many respects. The most important reason
for that is the diverging history and culture of both nations.

Most people who have been educated in Japan have had, or are having to deal with English in one way or
another. Dealing with “one” English is hard as it is. Nevertheless, it should not be forgotten that behind
British and American English lie two diverging worldviews and cultures — leaving aside the many other
regions where English is used, from Liberia to Tonga.

In the spring of last year, [ had the pleasure of getting acquainted with Jacob and James. Londoner James
and North Carolinian Jacob are two fine young gentlemen who are native speakers of English, each born at
one side of the Atlantic Ocean (“the pond”), well-educated, and well steeped in their respective home
cultures. It did not take long to find out that their conversations were interesting, and what’s more, that
both were fluent speakers of Japanese. This observation led to the idea that it might be interesting to invite
them to our lecture series and have them give us a detailed explanation on the language(s) of the US and
the UK, their common points and differences, the historical reasons for that, and the present-day culture
that has come out of it. It took some time to schedule the actual lecture, but I can say with confidence that
both speakers delivered exactly that which we had in mind, and with verve and humo(u)r at that! The
somewhat soft-spoken Brit, never fully unaware of traditions to be honoured, and the straightforward
American, always in for fun and exuberance (and hayrides). Did our two speakers fit the stereotype? Not
necessarily. Be that as it may, the lecture given by the two J's gave us a real sense of both societies’

characteristics, with more acumen than any book or documentary could have. Cheers, and many thanks!

We look forward to seeing you at our next event. Lectures will be announced on our website.

For direct notification, contact joos(a)cc.u-kochi.ac.jp
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