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Speaker Ron Klein (former Prof. at Hiroshima Jogaku’in University, peace studies)
Time July 18, 2025, 18:30-20:00h
Venue University of Kochi, Eikokuji campus (A101)

Hiroshima is the 12% city of Japan in terms of population, and is an attractive destination
| that lives up to its size. It has a mild climate, and the nearby Seto Inland Sea, studded with
many islands, offers spectacular views. In the eastern vicinity of the city, Miyajima (with its
red torii gate) figures as one of Japan’s most popular sightseeing spots. It gave birth to
“okonomiyaki” and “momiji manja,” and is the hometown of the Carp baseball team and a
huge Mazda car factory. Still, many may be surprised to learn it has the highest number of
foreign visitors after Tokyo and Kyoto. There must be other reasons than the wish to see the

red gate at Miyajima why so many foreigners would venture 350 km east of Kyoto. It seems

safe to say that they are not coming to see Hiroshima the city, but Hiroshima the atomic bomb site.

In Japanese, Hiroshima can be written in Chinese characters, in the hiragana and the katakana phonetic
alphabets, and in Roman alphabet. The katakana transcription is used to point at this facet of Hiroshima:
its existence as the site where the first atomic bomb ever used in wartime exploded and killed many tens of
thousands of people in an instant. Hiroshima in katakana is a /ieu de mémoire that carries a strong symbolic
meaning, especially within the worldwide peace movement. The yearly yield of 1800000 visitors has to be
understood as a product of the wish of many people to visit this sacred site, a sort of “dark tourism” 80 years
after the event.

Ron Klein has a degree in educational management and started living in Hiroshima in the late eighties.
He has been teaching there ever since. As an American national, he cherishes a vivid interest not only in
the culture of (t)his city, but also has been doing research regarding the physical and symbolic realities
surrounding it. It was an honour and a pleasure indeed to be able to hear the fruits of this labour, just weeks
before the 80th anniversary of the dropping of the bomb.

The lecture lasted almost ninety minutes and was filled to the brim with experiences of the speaker, his
considerations on the topic and a wealth of visual material. The history of Hiroshima after the bomb, the
start of Hiroshima as a city of peace under :-- American occupation, the activities of A-bomb victims vying
to abolish nuclear weapons and tests, a movement that spread throughout the world and was awarded a
Nobel Peace Prize in 2024, Hiroshima as a source of inspiration for numerous artists-*-: Ron Klein talked
about nine facets of Hiroshima, with a soft voice but great passion.

Prof. Klein pointed out that 65 victims of the bomb are known to be living in Kochi. None of the people

present was able to recall ever talking to one of them. Is it because they are reluctant to speak up, or is it



because we are not listening carefully? For those who want to share their experiences, it is far harder to face
people who tell you “I don’t know” than “I am not interested.” It would be a sad thing to disappoint the
remaining witnesses of such a dark page in the history of mankind — prof. Klein’s lecture reminded us of the

importance of listening to history from many different angles.

We look forward to seeing you at our next event. Lectures will be announced on our website.

For direct notification, contact joos(a)cc.u-kochi.ac.jp
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