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l “After Japan lost the war, it was occupied by America” — it can be assumed that

there are many people whose grasp of Japanese history between 1945 and 1952
does not go much further than that. This picture is somewhat too simplistic. Any
historian who wants to steer clear of impressions and focuses on facts will
understand, much like a skilled cameraman, the importance of zooming in or out
at times, changing the angle of observation and considering the width and depth
of what he/she presents based on these observations. What Prof. Bytheway
provided was exactly that: historical knowledge that goes beyond impressions,
and offers all sorts of perspectives.

The troops that occupied Japan were, apart from the first months, not solely
American: it was the allied forces of different nations that provided the necessary soldiers. In the regions of
Chigoku and Shikoku it was British Commonwealth soldiers, including men from Australia, New-Zealand,
India and so on — who were stationed in the former bases of the dismantled Imperial Army and Navy of
Japan. From there they safeguarded Japan’s restart in the first postwar years. Also in Kochi, they made sure
that the postwar reforms, including democratization, were carried out in good order.

Surprisingly — and then again: not entirely so — nothing much is being transmitted about this page in Kochi
postwar history, and only few remnants can be found of the BCOF (British Commonwealth Occupation
Force) presence in this region. One possible explanation may be that, as their pay was only one tenth of the
American GI’s and they were discouraged to engage in exchange with the locals, BCOF soldiers were less
prone to leave a mark on the everyday life of people. Against this backdrop, we were lucky to welcome Prof.
Bytheway, who was born in Australia, to guide us and shed light on the forgotten history of the occupation
period. His main topic of research is the financial history of Japan, and the Meiji years in particular, a field
in which he has published extensively. Yet, he also cherishes a passion for the war, and postwar, history of
the British Commonwealth — including, obviously, his native Australia — and has acquired an equally
abundant knowledge on the topic. Having traveled through Shikoku, he has spared no effort in finding
physical remnants and historical sources, thus equipping himself ever so deftly with the tools to teach people

here in Kochi about this important part of their local history.



An additional interesting angle
offered by Prof. Bytheway is that,
in its last years, the occupation of
Japan was inextricably related to
the Korean War. Apart from giving
rise to special procurements in

neighboring Japan, this conflict

also required the support of many

. i) N
Japanese citizens in and around the bases of western Japan. Many ordinary citizens were more than happy

to acquire a stable income in unstable times.

It also should not be forgotten that, when Kochi was hit by the Nankai Earthquake in 1946, the BCOF
forces were able to help out swiftly by flying in nurses and emergency goods, relieving the suffering of many.

When one looks carefully, one does find vestiges of this era: old barracks, commemorative stones, plaques
— silent witnesses to the events that took place here some 75 years ago. Sometimes, however, silence is not
gold. Just as it would not be wise to gloss over the hatred and ignorance that led to the war preceding it, it
would be a sign of bad historical judgement to ignore what was achieved during the occupation period,
when thousands of foreign soldiers did work together with the Japanese people toward postwar recovery

and peace. We all learned a lot from Prof. Bytheway’s lecture!

We look forward to seeing you at our next event. Lectures will be announced on our website.

For direct notification, contact joos(a)cc.u-kochi.ac.jp
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