| Report @@

University of Kochi International Japan Studies Lecture Series No.78
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Speaker Yuki Hattori (graduate of the University of Kochi [Fac. of Cult. Studies])

Time December 19, 2025, 18:30-20:00h

Venue University of Kochi, Eikokuji campus (A101)

Generally speaking, qualifications that are held in high esteem are not easy to get
by. They require effort, talent and time. The various diplomas aimed at by
university students can be considered such qualifications, and it takes four years
of serious effort to get them. Moreover, in many cases, students want or have to
combine this effort with the quest for a national qualification, such as the
Registered Nurse license, or a proficiency test of English (or other foreign
languages). Challenging, for sure, but that is what university students are expected
to do: to study. Once people graduate however, it becomes very hard to devote the

same amount of energy to other sorts of learning than those required by work and

family (both involving a lot of new things to be mastered---).

In February 2025, a message from Mrs Hattori, who graduated from our faculty some ten odd years ago,
popped up in my inbox, informing me that she had passed the National Government Licensed Guide
Interpreter Test. She had been sending me similar messages over the past years, telling me that she had
been studying (successfully) for tests such as the EIKEN Test in Practical English Proficiency, Level 1 or
the Japanese History Test. The NGLGIT topped all of those, though. Just when I was to send her a message
back congratulating her on her relentless effort, I felt that there was a story there worth sharing with our
students, as well as high school students and citizens. Luckily, Mrs Hattori kindly agreed to share her story.

Lest people misunderstand: this was not (just) to brag about what one of our students had achieved. As
you may be aware, the main objective of our lecture series is to invite Japanese speakers with all sorts of
experiences abroad, or foreigners |
living and working in Japan, and make
them share their knowledge with our
students and the citizens of Kochi,
people, in short, who fulfill a role as a
bridge between “Japan” and “abroad.”

Those whose profession it is to guide

foreigners surely fit that description.

And among these guides, the Licensed Guide Interpreters comprise an elite corps group. The growing need



for their work connects to the fact that these last few years, tens of millions of foreign tourists have been

visiting Japan, and even in Kochi, far removed from the golden Tokyo-Kyoto axis, they are becoming a

familiar sight. Without overlooking the foreigners that live in Kochi, we can say that the gap between “region”
(rural areas) and “abroad” (which for a long time has been seen through a “Tokyo lens”) has greatly

diminished over the last years. Listening to what specialists in guiding foreigners have to say can help us

adapt to this new but irreversible reality.

Briefly put, I did not doubt for a second that Mrs Hattori would be able to inform and inspire us by sharing
some of her exquisite knowhow.

Mrs Hattori’s talk consisted of two parts: a first part about the more technical aspect of preparing oneself
for a test such as the EIKEN level 1, or the Licensed Guide Interpreter Test; a second part about the fun of
continuing to study and improving oneself after graduating university. I didn’t and I regret that, but the
first section certainly deserved recording and being shown to all of our students. Using a paper dictionary,
post-its, paper scraps on a wall etc. — many of our present “digital native” students certainly would benefit
from putting into practice her many practical suggestions for a non-digital way of fixing knowledge in one’s
brain.

As regards the second part, on the meaning of continuing to learn, a sense of mission could be felt
throughout her talk, a wish to know more, to climb higher (valid and noble aspirations as they are), as well
as the aspiration to achieve a more open-minded self, and to contribute to a more open society,.

The key to true (internalized) motivation lies in a modest recognition of one’s own imperfections, and the
willingness to expose oneself to new things, new knowledge, even for one minute a day — the starting point
for the creation of the best version, or rather: a better version of oneself.

Many thanks, Mrs Hattori!

We look forward to seeing you at our next event. Lectures will be announced on our website.

For direct notification, contact joos(a)cc.u-kochi.ac.jp
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