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Global recycling rates are failing to kéep pace with a culture focused on infinite
economic growth and consumerism, with the proportion of recycled materials re-entering
supply chains falling for the eighth year running, according to a new report.

Only 6.9% of the 106 billion tons of materials used annually by the global economy
came from recycled sources, a 2.2 pefcentage point drop since 2015, researchers from the -

Circle Economy thinktank found. The problem is systemie, they say: the rise in

consumption is even more rapid than the growth in global population, and although some
| companies are increasing thé amount of recycled matefial'they use, the majority ignore
.the issue with no apparent penalties. This means that societies generate vmore waste
than recycling systems can handle. Even if all recyclable goods were recycled, which is
unlikely as'many goods are simply too difficult or costly to recycle, global recycling rates
would only reach 25%, meaning that consundption must be slashed in oi‘der to tackle a
growing global waste crisis. »
| Ivonne Bojoh, chief e;cecutive of Circle Economy, said: “Our analysis is clear: even |
in thé ideal World, we cannot solve the triple planetary crisis by mere recycling. The
much-needed systemi"c change requires fundamental change. This means unlocking |
circular potential in stocks like buildings and infrastructure, managing biomass
sustainably and stopping sending perfectly renewable materials to landfills. lThis change
doesn’t happén outside ourselves. We all need to make different choices, be bold, and
invest to implement circular solutions across value chains.” |
As many consumers can attest, recycling levels have been iﬁcreasing in recent
years. From 2018 to 2021, the use of recycled materials used in manufacturing has also
increased by 200 million tdhs, thanks to increasing awareness. But this increase has |
been outpaced‘ by the grbwth in use of virgin materials, the researchers found. They cited
figures showing that global exfraction of raw materials has more than tripled in the past
half céntury, recently reaching 100 billion tons a year—a figure expected to rise by a
further 60% by 2060, unless action is taken | |
- The global per capita consumption grew from 8.4 tons in 1970 to 12 2 tons in 2020,
"but this increase has not been evenly distributed, with citizens of. hlgher'mcome
countries consummg s1x times as much as those from lovver 1ncome countries—24 tons
compared with 4 tons This leads to a stark 1nequahty, with the EU and US alone
consuming more than half the world’s materials despite compnsmg Just 10% of the

world’s population between them.
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"The report calls for the establishment of global circular economy targets to lower
material use and energy demand aldngside increasing recycling rates. It calls for the
introduction of an “International Maferials Agency,” along the lines of the International
Energy Agency, to guide governments in measuring and monitbring sustainable resource
use and circular econoiny progress. “The shift to a circular ecohomy cannot happen
without the right policy environment and government action that phéses out wasteful
practices and promotes and supports smarter ways of meeting people’s needs,”'the report

says.

Hif . Damien Gayle, “Global Recycling Rates Have F allen for Elghth Yea1 Running,
Report Finds” The Guardian, May 16, 2025 .
(https://www.theguardian. com/environment/2025/may/ 16/globa1 recycling-rates-

" have-fallen- for-eighth-year-running-report:finds, 2025.6.14 7 ? T X).
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