| Report @

University of Kochi International Japan Studies Lecture Series No.60
Title Living Near and On the Lake that Shrinks and Grows — or: why | keep going

back to Tonlé Sap

Speaker Hori Mina (Kochi University, assoc.prof.)
Time December 2, 2022, 18:30-20:00h
Venue University of Kochi, Eikokuji campus (A101)

Cambodia is a country known for two things: a world
heritage site and a genocide. Obviously, this i1s a

flippant characterization that says so much more about

y one’s ignorance than it reveals about Cambodia itself.
It is a fact though that this country, with an area about

double the size of Ireland (and 3.5 times as many

people), is far less present in the common imagination
than its neighbours Thailand and Vietnam. Certainly, whereas the “Khmer Rouge”
and their ghastly legacy is hardly more than a vague memory for most outside of
Cambodia, Angkor Wat remains a famous site, figuring prominently not only on the
national flag, but also in the itinerary of many a foreign tourist. Still, there must be
much more to be known. It was a rare treat to get first-hand information from Prof.
Hori, an experienced researcher, about other aspects of this country, about its
present, and about other sites that are less known. One such place, the lake of Tonlé
Sap, is far from a forgotten backwater: its sheer size and economic importance, and
the fact that it shrinks and expands with the change of the seasons, makes it
noteworthy among somewhat more curious tourists. Prof. Hori’s perspective,
however, is much broader than a casual visitor looking to get some good photos. Her
talk offered a unique view on life and its hardships for people dwelling on or close to
the lake, knowledge acquired through many years of research in the field, countless
interviews, and great respect for local customs. Focusing on fishing as a source of
nutrition and income, she revealed how and to what extent traditional and other
methods of fishing were mainly a source of food for some, or a way to generate (cash)
income for others. Unavoidably perhaps, the effects of globalization (dams,
deforestation...) and changing climate patterns are threatening the balances on
which people’s lives have been premised for centuries. In that respect, Prof. Hori’s
presentation was a unique opportunity to peek over the shoulders of Cambodian
families trying to balance the books, as well as a universal warning that unknown

countries in faraway places are facing challenges not different from ours.

We look forward to seeing you at our next event. Lectures will be announced on our website. For direct

notification, contact japanstudies@el.u-kochi.ac.jp
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