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What can you tell me about Ukraine? One can assume that the answer to this question has changed
dramatically before and after the events of February 2022. No doubt, many a
man, woman or otherwise of conscience in this world is feeling great
compassion for the courageous Ukrainians trying to defend their country
against the Russian invasion — matched perhaps by a certain sadness when
|| thinking about the Russian soldiers and their families. Still, I have the
impression that even after the start of the war, our knowledge about the history
\ and culture of Ukraine, and its social situation, remains very limited. Luckily,
~ there was a way to overcome this void.

As the spread of the corona virus seemed to slow and things appeared to be

taking a turn for the better during the early autumn months of 2022, our
university decided to re-open the campus — after a hiatus of two and a half years — to visitors. This allowed
us to restart the International Japan Study Lecture Series, and we were very lucky to find near us a guest
speaker perfectly suited to re-launch the series with a timely and interesting talk: Doctor Ovsiannikov,
the only Ukrainian person in Kochi for that matter. The topic of Ukraine would allow our students and
the citizens of Kochi to acquire knowledge about a topic that has been preoccupying us since February.
And so it happened: Dr. Ovsiannikov gave a very informative lecture, in articulate Japanese, offering his
insights on his home country’s history and present. He also made us realize the close connections between
Ukraine and Japan. He pointed out, for instance, how Japan, even though lying at the other edge of the
Eurasian continent, shares its geo-political position with Ukraine, as it is surrounded by China, North-
Korea and Russia, nations whose assertiveness should not be taken too lightly. (Note: for anyone wanting
to know more about the importance of personal connections, the case of Beate Shirota will be of great

interest. See: https:/steranet.jp/list/category/ukraine).

For us there was one more reason to rejoice: Dr. Ovsiannikov is a post-doctoral fellow
at the Kochi University of Technology, our ‘sister institution’. We hope that his lecture
will have created a precedent in bringing people together, not just between the plains of
Eastern Europe and the coasts of Japan, but also between the floors of our own building.
Borders that may seem insurmountable do not have to be: is that not the essence of our

lecture series?

We look forward to seeing you at our next event. Lectures will be announced on our

website. For direct notification, contact japanstudies@el.u-kochi.ac.jp
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