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Brussels is the capital of Belgium, and can be called without too much exaggeration,
the capital of Europe. This does not mean it is a city with imperial allure, unlike its
southern neighbor, Paris, well-known for the beauty of its grand boulevards and -- the
strictness of its regulations regarding urban landscape. Generally speaking, one could
call Brussels a messy city. Within this mess, however, lie hidden gems of different eras,
reflecting the city’s rich history. One of these gems is the presence of the “garden cities”
that once adorned the expanding suburbs, and to a certain extent still exist in their

original state: rows of comfortable houses for the labour class, designed in a British

cottage style, plenty of trees, and a meticulous regard for detail in maintaining a
pleasant orderliness. The point that should be taken away here, however, is not the design as such. Nor, for that
matter, is it the intricacies of gaining political support and public funding for this post WWI project. What is
striking about the “garden cities” is the relentless commitment and cooperation of those living in the
neighborhoods to responsibly manage the urban landscape offered in these “cités-jardins” (as in French) or
“tuinwijken” (as in Dutch) — Brussels is a bilingual city — of which the “Le Logis” (literally: humble abode) is the
best known.

In Paris the urban landscape legislation was and still is a product of a city-wide policy, in which the intention
to safeguard buildings and their surroundings for purposes of art and tourism has played a crucial role. One
could argue that the dire condition of landscapes in Japanese cities is a product of the virtual lack thereof and in
that sense sits at the opposite end of the spectrum. Streets and neighborhoods are legally defined as nothing
more than the mere sum of individually owned buildings on the respective plots of land — and we all know the
result. To improve the situation in Japan, the Parisian approach may help but will not be enough. Direct input
and a certain level of control by neighborhood committees seems to be crucial. In this respect Kyoto has made
considerable progress: combining city regulations with the commitment of local communities has helped create
a more pro-active approach to tackling the cityscape pollution.

What can and should be done in Kochi? At a time when discussions are flaring up regarding what to do with
the open space right next to the new public library, the Kyoto precedent should be taken into consideration. It
is too late to bring back the authentic wooden buildings of the old castle town — they have been thoroughly
demolished, apart from one samurai house and a so-called “nagaya”. Do we want more gaudy signboards and
unsightly tall concrete buildings near historic sites, or do we want to make a fresh start with the creation of a
cityscape in which the old, with its discreet and unobtrusive hues, is not automatically cast aside? Thank you,

Prof. Yoshida, for making us look at our city from a new perspective.
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