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The global age is not “about to arrive” it is the reality of our daily lives. It is an age in
which the people living in this archipelago cannot avoid participating actively in world
affairs. This is one of the main precepts of our lecture series, for sure, but it does not mean
that we should solely be preoccupied with foreign countries and cultures. Quite on the
contrary, it is of the utmost importance to create a society in which all members, wherever

they come from, are given equal opportunities to maximize their potential. We should make

sure to get involved constructively with what is “foreign” in our own towns and villages.

The rise of China can be seen as one sign of this globalization. Sheer numbers rarely tell the whole story, but
it is not an exaggeration to say that China has become the greatest “foreign” presence for Japan; in terms of
economic power, foreign residents, or tourists visiting Japan, nowhere outstrips China. News about China in
the mainstream media, however, tends toward unfortunate incidents or diplomatic rows, and the need to learn
more about the width and depth of this enormous country is higher than ever.

Mr. Numa learned Chinese 30 years ago when he started working at a trading company. The knowledge he
has acquired since then is not limited to the Chinese language. Over the years he has visited many regions of
China, and met a great number of people, enabling him to learn various, less conspicuous aspects of Chinese
society. There seems to be a set of basic precepts that is of great help when forging relations in China. That
same expertise also comes in handy at his present job, coordinating international exchange in Nankoku City.

One could argue that on a personal as well as a national level, there are things the Chinese consider
outrageous that are obvious in Japan and vice versa, and one cannot go about ignoring these unwritten rules.
Historical knowledge is one example: any Japanese person dealing with China has to understand that July 7,
September 18, and December 13 are special days, loaded with meaning. Political perspicacity also is warranted
when trying to grasp the pervasive influence of the Chinese Communist Party, not limited to some offices in
Beijing, but affecting its 90 million members in all corners of the country. People may be familiar with the rather
cavalier attitude toward intellectual property rights, but when it comes to going out for a drink, Chinese social
conventions are far less tolerant of inebriation and ensuing mishaps.

An overly optimistic attitude toward cultural differences, imagining that as long as people “open their hearts”
they will understand each other, can lead to serious misunderstandings, especially in the case of two cultures
such as the Chinese and the Japanese that on the surface may seem to have so much in common. Sharing a lot
of things is good, but it does not relieve us of the effort to look at differences as differences. If we neglect this
effort, globalization will trigger friction and animosity more than anything. We can all benefit greatly from a
flexible mindset and a sound erudition that appreciates differences. We hope that Mr. Numa’s talk has inspired

Kochi’s pupils, students and citizens to look westward to the neighboring continent with renewed curiosity.
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