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You can tell foreign people have been living in Japan for a long time when they are
able to pull off a well-timed polite bow if Japanese etiquette requires so. The old joke
goes that you know they have been here for a very long time when they end up bowing
repeatedly when they're in a conversation with a superior ... on the phone. Professor
Creighton’s talk was not about internalizing body language, but it did give us a wide

1 variety of valuable insights into what a foreign person experiences when trying to

adapt to life in Japan; or, to use the vivid metaphor the speaker so dexterously brought up, when a green
parakeet tries to fit in with a bevy of sparrows.

Professor Creighton came to Japan 25 years ago with no prior knowledge of its language, culture or
history. Earning a living as an English teacher, he started to find ways to become part of his community
(Okayama City) and to let that community become part of him. While raising one son he often found
himself in situations where the ideas about education, identity, and social commitment he was raised
with in Canada were severely put to the test. The example he mentioned about the reluctance or fear, if
not psychological then institutional, to fully engage with foreign exchange students sounded as if it could
happen anywhere in Japan: high school students from Australia being put in a separate classroom,
basketball games pitting foreigners against Japanese students... all of this without offering opportunities
to mingle, to interact in small groups, to forge personal ties on a daily basis.

His attempts to break that pattern haven’t always been successful, but they certainly helped him to see
how more and better international exchange could and had to be achieved. Many in the audience were
surprised and convinced at the same time about one approach he mentioned in the context of the Global
Science Campus project he has been taking part in: choosing a French school as the partner and actively
using SNS to make pupils — and not just their teachers — engage in active, uninhibited and fruitful
exchange. It turned out to be a set-up that compared very favorably to a ‘regular’ program (e.g. a group of
pupils of an Okayama top-tier school visiting a school in an English-speaking country.) The past
experiences of Professor Creighton, and his willingness to open himself up to Japan, proved to be great
reference material indeed.

Larding his talk with Japanese (and Okayama dialect), Professor Creighton was able to show our
students and the high-school pupils in our audience that if they wanted their future careers to involve
working abroad or with foreigners in Japan, they should not shy away from communicating actively. One
can learn a lot by going abroad and being the parakeet among the sparrows. However, the sparrows can
also learn from the parakeets. Our world is a global one, and the wonderful opportunity we had to
welcome a Canadian to Kochi shows that much can be learnt by crossing vast oceans, as well as by

listening to learned visitors in our own city.
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