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For the momentous 50th lecture in our series we were pleased to see 65 people listen
to Ms. Aya Mitsui’s talk on Kochi-born immigrants to Paraguay. Paraguay: far and
unrelated? Certainly not. How many of us know that more than 1300 Kochi-born
people have immigrated to Paraguay since the end of the war? Ms. Mitsui and a 3+d

generation Japanese immigrant told us how in the remote plains of Paraguay the

culture, education and language of Japan, and specifically Tosa, have been passed down from the first

generation to the third, and now even onto the fourth generation.

Ms. Mitsui kept telling us how nervous she was, but with a riveting smile she took us through the
eventful history of Japanese migration to Paraguay: 62 years ago the first group of Japanese migrants
left, with Kochi sending the largest contingent of more than one thousand. At the time of their arrival
there was nothing in their new living areas but wilderness, but the Japanese immigrants succeeded
in cultivating the land into one of the largest soy-bean producing areas in the world. Today those
beans are being exported all over the world, even to ... Japan! It is not easy to express in words how
much pain and effort this required, and in fact very few Japanese people know about it. Paraguay is
a remote land, but it is a place where some of ; o il L
the finest traits of the Japanese character

have persisted: hard work and modesty. This

has earned the immigrant community a lot of
respect in this distant land. Ms. Mitsui also
showed a video about first-generation
immigrants from Kochi, they may be elderly
but are still high in spirit. I am sure that,
being in Kochi, there were quite a few among

the audience with relatives there who could

relate to the lecture.

During the second half, a third-generation Japanese Paraguayan talked in fluent Japanese about
his family and the lives of immigrants. Particularly memorable was what he said about their
linguistic proficiency, actively using three or more languages in their lives: Spanish, their regional
dialect and Japanese, taught at a Japanese school. It remains to be seen how much of the Japanese
language will survive as time passes. Hopefully, at least some — but with fortune much more — of

the language and culture of Japan will be passed down to further generations for many more years.
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