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University of Kochi International Japan Studies Lecture Series No.79
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Time May 22, 2026, 18:30-20:00h
Venue University of Kochi, Eikokuji campus (A101)

It seems unlikely that there are many long time residents of Kochi who are not
familiar with John Manjiro. Within Kochi in particular, but also in many other
parts of Japan, his achievements are well known. The general perception that he
was a great figure who crossed the Pacific, faced and overcame many challenges
in the United States, and ended up making a significant contribution to Japan’s
modernization is, in and of itself, correct. Still, to deeply understand the historical
significance of John Manjiro’s achievements, it is necessary to learn not only
about the circumstances leading up to his shipwreck and return to Japan. We also
need to understand about the lesser-known aspects of his life. In other words, it
is important to consider the environment in which John Manjiro was born and
raised, the socioeconomic circumstances he faced when taking to open sea in a
small fishing boat, and his activities not only during the Bakumatsu period but
also throughout his life until his death in Meiji 31 (1898).

As most of those reading this are aware, John Manjiro has been chosen as the

protagonist of NHK’s “Taiga drama” series to be aired the year after next. No

need to say, there dramas are works of fiction and contain a significant amount
of, indeed, “dramatization.” In the case of a figure as familiar to the people of Kochi as John Manjiro, one
of the pleasures of watching the series will be discerning how the screenwriters weave together historical
facts and creative fiction.

In fact, the decision to hold this public lecture was made many months before the NHK made public its
announcement regarding the drama series. While the timing was fortuitous, the original intent was to
feature a lecture by two eminent speakers, specialists of local history and well-versed in John Manjiro’s life,
so as to provide an opportunity for our university students and the citizens of Kochi to learn about the
historical facts surrounding Manjiro’s career.

[ am convinced that the size of the number of attendees—more than 160 people—who rushed to the event
so as not to miss this opportunity cannot be attributed solely to the “Taiga effect.” Rather, I believe it was
a manifestation of an optimism regarding the future course of our twenty-first century, and Kochi in it, as

well as a show of Manjird’s appeal as a figure who bridges the local community and the world, which is



exactly where our century, and Kochi in it, is heading.

We look forward to seeing you at our next event. Lectures will be announced on our website.

For direct notification, contact joos(a)cc.u-kochi.ac.jp
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