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Vietnam is a distant country. Certainly, compared to Taiwan or South Korea,
one has to say that’s true; however, if we broaden our perspective a little, there
are many aspects that lead us to conclude Vietnam is “close” rather than
“distant.” First of all, the South China Sea is connected to the same Pacific
Ocean. Before air travel became possible, ships carrying Japanese passengers
to Europe always made port calls in Vietnam. In fact, there was even a time
when Vietnam had a thriving Japanese quarter—far beyond just a simple port
of call. Furthermore, although modern Vietnamese is written using the Latin
alphabet, Vietnam was originally part of what is known as the Sinitic cultural
sphere. In other words, like Japan, it adopted many words and ideas from China.
In fact, the famous city of Hanoi derives its name from the Chinese characters
“W[AN,” which are the same as those on which castle of Kochi, and the city
surrounding it bases its name. Of course, Vietnam is also similar to Japan in
that it managed to nurture its own unique culture without being assimilated by

Chinese culture.

In 21st-century Kochi, the number of foreign residents has increased
significantly, and opportunities to meet and work alongside foreigners in daily life are on the rise. There
are about 1,600 Vietnamese residents in Kochi. While they are expected to make an effort to learn Japanese
culture and language in order to work in Japan, isn’t it also important for the people of Kochi Prefecture—
who benefit from their labor—to be aware of the Vietnamese community and to learn, even if only a little,
about their history, culture, and social background?

Mrs. Tien, a civil servant dispatched from Vietnam who works as an international exchange coordinator
at the prefectural government office, gave a very interesting presentation on the situation in her home
country, and I would like to believe that the mini-lecture on Vietnamese she prepared served as a first step
toward fostering such understanding among the residents of Kochi Prefecture. CAm on (meaning “thank
you,”)! Tbi thich Viét Nam!

We look forward to seeing you at our next event. Lectures will be announced on our website.

For direct notification, contact joos(a)cc.u-kochi.ac.jp
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