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University of Kochi International Japan Studies Lecture Series No.63

Title Albert Camus’ Literary Oeuvre and Algeria

Speaker Ando Maki, PhD. (French teacher at UoK, Kochi University)
Time July 28, 2023, 18:30-20:00h

Venue University of Kochi, Eikokuji campus (A101)
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How is French literature being read and understood in Japan?
Decades have passed since people in Japan started complaining that
“nobody reads any books anymore” but it seems safe to say that in
Japan, together with Victor Hugo’s “Les Misérables” and Antoine de
= Saint-Exupéry’s “The Little Prince,” Albert Camus’ “L’Etranger”
(English title: “The Outsider” or “The Stranger”) remains one of the
best-known and most loved novels of French origin. Moreover, as the
Covid pandemic made people all over the world experience isolation
and lockdowns first-hand, “La Peste”(English title: “The Plague”),
Camus’ other famous work (depicting an outbreak of a plague in the
city of Oran), gained renewed attention also in Japan.

Camus is widely known as a representative of postwar French
literature, but in his works, it is his native Algeria that figures as a
major backdrop. This is not just a literary device, but is something

that relates to Camus’ personal history and profound themes that run

through his prose. In her presentation, based on her recently
submitted PhD research, Professor Ando gave a detailed analysis of Camus’ life course and his thoughts, and
brought to light the deeper layers of meaning hidden in his oeuvre: loneliness, expulsion, regeneration, etc. All
of this, of course, in a way that was accessible for us, the non-initiated.

Borrowing from the abstract of Prof. Ando’s PhD dissertation, we can say that “in the 1950s, Camus persisted
in an attitude of ‘being in history as well as against it’, as he worded it, [--*] and vied to move away from the
theme of expulsion to that of rebirth. In his literary creation, Camus wished to be true to the beauty of nature as
well as that of people bearing the burden of history. During his last years, he wrote “Le Premier Homme,” in
order to save from oblivion the family and country he loved [that is, French Algeria]. It was through writing this
novel that he found a renewed mission and pleasure as an author” (translated by Joos)

Seen from a different angle, the lecture of Prof. Ando helped us realize the importance of the fact that Camus
won a Nobel Prize for literature that he sent out to the world, not from the salons of the French capital, but from
the edges of the French empire, from Algeria, which chose not to be part of that empire soon after World War 11
ended. I think this lecture offered us an opportunity to recognize how literature can provide us with a complex

and diverse “gaze of the Other,” which our century is so much in need of. Merci, Professeur Ando!

We look forward to seeing you at our next event. Lectures will be announced on our website.

For direct notification, contact japanstudies@el.u-kochi.ac.jp
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