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Geography buffs probably are familiar with Uzbekistan as one of the
world’s two “double land-locked nations” (the other one is
Liechtenstein), and amateurs of Asian art may know a thing or two
about the cultural heritage of Samarkand or Bukhara. For most of us,
however, Uzbekistan is not a country we can tell each other much
about. Even if such may be the case for many of the world’s smaller
nations, this Central-Asian nation of about 50 million should not be
overlooked when trying to get a better grasp of what is going on in
that part of the world. Besides its prime location, on the crossroads
between Russia, China, and India, it boasts a rich history — of which,
no need to say, the Silk Road is a famous part — and a varied culture,
reflected in the multi-ethnic composition of its population, its
resplendent architecture, its cuisine etc.

From a social perspective also, this former Soviet republic is an

intriguing example of certain trends in this dynamic region. Under

Soviet rule, Uzbeks and other ethnicities living in the region went
through many decades of social reform, which affected life greatly: there was free education and medical care,
greater equality between the sexes, family planning and secularization amongst others, leading to a lifestyle
which strikes us as remarkably modern and open, and in terms of family and gender relations, “liberal” even.
After the fall of the communist empire, however, things began to move in other direction. Prof. Ismatov focused
on the phenomenon of “re-traditionalization”: a renewed stress on Islamic values in public and private life,
leading to women getting married at an increasingly young age, bearing more and more children (hence
Uzbekistan’s population growth in recent years). He explained that from a legal perspective however it is unclear
what exactly these “traditional values” comprise, and that stressing — and implementing — these values (as in the
newly reformed constitution) is bound to create an uncomfortable situation for those with more liberal ideas. He
also pointed out that the emphasis on an Uzbek “identity” could lead to increased frictions in a multi-ethnic

nation, a most unwelcome prospect for a country in a region that has so much to gain from openness and
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We look forward to seeing you at our next event. Lectures will be announced on our website.

flexibility.

For direct notification, contact japanstudies@el.u-kochi.ac.jp
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