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Obviously, Central Asia occupies a geographically central position in Asia. And yet, it
occupies a very peripheral place in our general knowledge about Asia. The continually
restless Middle East, boisterously growing India, the domineering giants, Russia and

- China---: the presence of the Central-Asian states on the international stage pales before

these conspicuous actors. To a considerable extent, however, this can be attributed to

our prejudices and says more about our ignorance than about their intrinsic appeal.
After last month’s Uzbekistan, this month’s lecture offered us insights on Tajikistan,

another Central-Asian country which boasts many assets worthy of our attention: an

abundance of natural beauty and resources — water in particular —, a rich cultural heritage,

and a willingness to cooperate with its neighbours to achieve greater development.

Neighbours indeed. In fact, Tajiks are the most sizeable ethnic minority in Uzbekistan
and used to live in an area far wider than present Tajikistan. Still, Mr. Husniddin Sharofiddinov was not here to
dwell upon past glory. He talked in detail about the present-day situation of his home country, based on the
findings of his own research which tackles one of the most urgent issues that is besetting the region: water
management. Many parts of Tajikistan are situated near the sources and upstream regions of several border-
crossing rivers, and this forces it to maintain a precarious balance in how it uses these resources. The country is
eager to build more dams, that is for the sake of hydro-electric power plants, to procure more electricity
(especially in winter when domestic demand soars), or to sell it abroad. Downstream countries like Uzbekistan,
however, are anxious to get enough water for their agriculture which depends to a large extent on irrigation from
the same rivers, and their demands cannot be ignored.

At the same time, issues relating to irrigation are hampering Tajikistan’s own agricultural development. During
the Soviet era, irrigation systems were constructed catering to the needs of huge collective farms. After
independence, a devastating civil war brought destruction and dilapidation, and the post-Soviet privatization of
land led to a fragmentation of agricultural plots. The result was a dramatic decline in efficiency and productivity,
and a reform of the infrastructure is direly needed. Mr. Sharofiddinov’s perspective is interesting and unique in
that it looks at the water management system in the plains of Niigata, where postwar reform and the allotment
of rice paddies (for which water is essential) have been carried through successfully, as a possible model.

Looking at foreign examples and learning from them to enrichen one’s own society — this stance will not only
help Mr. Sharofiddinov to contribute to the ecologically responsible development of his own country, but it also

is exactly what is needed here in Kochi, Japan’s forerunner prefecture in problems that should be tackled soon.

We look forward to seeing you at our next event. Lectures will be announced on our website.

For direct notification, contact japanstudies@el.u-kochi.ac.jp
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