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University of Kochi International Japan Studies Lecture Series N0.67

Title An Outline of Alien Lands: What is “abroad” to people anyway?
Speaker |kezawa Natsuki (writer)
Time May 24, 2024, 18:30-20:00h

Venue University of Kochi, Eikokuji campus (A101)

As we have been able to do over the last 10 years (except during the pandemic), this year’s lecture series
offers 6 lectures. 3 guest speakers were born outside of Japan: New Zealand, Italy, and Turkey. They have
come here for all sorts of reasons — research, marriage, work —but each of them is contributing to this society.
How they see their own lives and careers in Japan, is something that will become clear through each of the
lectures. Still, their individual experiences tie in with a much larger discussion. The number of highly
qualified foreign individuals engaged in research is, comparatively speaking, quite limited, and their
presence does not seem to cause much controversy. When it comes to opening the borders to common
workers, things get complicated. It appears there is no agreement on how many should be allowed in, or
what contribution might be expected of them. Or rather: there is no discussion at all on the very issue of
letting foreign workers in. Instead of a controversy, it seems that any discussion on sizeable immigration is
being avoided.

This is not a simple issue. Clearly, assuming that foreign workers can be allowed in but should refrain
from settling down and having families is not realistic. Labour and life cannot be separated. Immigration
will require a serious commitment, also financially. More poignant even is the question of allowing refugees
into the country or not. Due to its inherent urgency, this question cannot be solved without creativity,
energy, and — “troublesome” — effort. In order to achieve this, serious discussion is needed. However, as
Ikezawa Natsuki pointed out, discussion is exactly what is missing in Japan. Seeing the connections between
Japan’s issues and that of humankind as a whole, inviting people who have come from the outside into one’s
community, exchanging opinions honestly and without reserve with foreigners — these are things a lot of
Japanese feel rather awkward about.

The main aim of lkezawa Natsuki’s lecture, “An Outline of Alien Lands,” was to punch a hole in this
screen of disinterest. The word gairon (outline) is often found in the name of university courses, but this
lecture went far beyond a regular, knowledge-focused course in that it appealed directly to one’s duties as
a citizen, or as a human being. It strongly invited our students and the people of Kochi to think and discuss
these matters, putting Homo sapiens/human beings in the center and giving a historical account of what it
means to leave one’s country and venture abroad. In the historical panorama it procured and its strong
awareness of contemporary society, it reminded me of Fukuzawa Yukichi’s 1875 “An Outline of Civilization.”

Starting with the early dawn of Homo sapiens leaving Africa and penetrating the farthest corners of the



planet (even remote Pacific islands), and ending with the sad chapter of Japan which,

although one of the world’s mightiest economic powers, refuses to accept refugees, the
lecture offered a wide vista and plenty to think about.

Ikezawa Natsuki wove us a magnificent story like a medieval tapestry, grand in scale,
rich in color, but the essence was to be found in its last part. The thread of his talk took
us indeed from Polynesians in Hawaii, over the spice trade to Manchuria and Afghan

. refugees, but it ended up in the room of the immigration agency in Nagoya

where Wishma Sandamali, a young lady from Sri Lanka, was left to die. A
loose end, but not due to the weaver’s lack of caution. lkezawa impelled us,
the citizens of Japan, to make sure the dangling thread gets woven into the fabric of

humanity, and humaneness.

We look forward to seeing you at our next event. Lectures will be announced on our website.

For direct notification, contact japanstudies@el.u-kochi.ac.jp
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